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*Over 40 participants attended today’s meeting. 

AGENDA ITEMS DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATION 
Introduction to Meeting – Angie Gorn, NSHC CEO Today’s Reminder: 

- Angie Gorn is out of office and Kelly Bogart will be leading the call 

- Please keep phone muted unless speaking or asking a question 

- No call on Friday July 3
rd 

 

- Tomorrow we will have some guest to answer some epidemiology questions 

 
Note- Any questions may be sent to Reba Lean at rlean@nshcorp.org anytime or text to 

907-434-1927 and they will be answered during the 11:00 am call.  

Medical Staff Briefing – Dr. Mark Peterson, NSHC Medical Director 

 
Dr. Mark Peterson gave medical staff update on the following: 

 Worldwide: 10.3 million documented cases of COVID, 500,000 deaths, in the 

US there has been 2.6 million documented cases and about 126,000 deaths 

 Alaska: 904 cases, 25 additional cases in the previous reporting period which 

would have been the 28
th

,  we are always presenting two days prior in our call, 

21 residents and 4 non-resident, a chunk of those are coming from Seward, 525 

recovered, 67 accumulative hospitalizations, 16 people right now with either 

COVID-19, assumed COVID-19, or suspected COVID-19, 14 deaths 

 ANMC: 0 inpatient, 67 outpatient, 12 employees 

 NSHC:  9 cases, 5 recovered, 4 active, 9,118 total test done, 3,619 unique 

patients tested, 7,489 negative 8 returned positive, 1,621 pending, 1 positive 

from an out of state Norton Sound Region resident 

 In regards to the case that was announced yesterday we did send a village 

response team to that village and yesterday there were 90+ patients tested and 

believe that we have a majority of those results back and have not gotten any 

new positives 

 It is going to be a week long process on getting everybody tested that wants to 

get tested 

 Tomorrow on this call we are going to have a couple of guest, we are going to 

have Dr. Bob Onders who is the administrator of ANTHC and works with a lot 

of epidemiology and Dr. Cliff Schneider is who is a disease specialist 

 Please come with your questions tomorrow and they are going to call in right at 

11:05 am 

 I have a few questions up front for them to answer and then they will be open to 

taking questions from all of you 

 Ask questions about testing, antibody testing, rapid test, what research they are 

doing, what ANMC is doing etc. 
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 They will probably have 30 minutes to discuss with us 

 This is a marathon and we are going to continue to do all the things we need to 

do for example: 

 Wear mask 

 Wash hands 

 Keep distance 

 Can still go out to fish and take breaks 

 If you see large group of kids together remind their parents and them to 

not have groups gather together 

Survey Reba gave the following information for the COVID-19 survey: 

- Today, June 30
th

,  is the last day to enter our COVID-19 text survey 

- If you have been tested for COVID-19 and have not entered the survey it is your 

last chance 

- You can text COVID to 833-321-0166 to enter 

- You will be asked a couple of questions like how was your test experience and 

would you recommend it to others 

- You will be entered in to win an Alaska Airlines Mileage ticket 

Question and Comments 

 

 

  

o What villages are testing positive? 

 Dr. P: Recommend you calling the president of the IRA’s of the 

villages in our region that you have travel for and ask them.  

o Did you guys announce that it was a Norton Sound employee that tested 

positive? I am reading different information and first it was NSHC 

employee and then a corporation employee. 

 Dr. P: Reba is responsible for NSHC press release and her press 

release makes it very clear that it was a Norton Sound Health 

Corporation employee and that’s the correct information. Now when 

other media outlets pick this up and report this themselves they don’t 

talk to us and they just read our article and send out their own article. 

When they wrote corporation they meant Norton Sound Health 

Corporation but they apparently didn’t say Norton Sound Health 

Corporation and just wrote Corporation employee which is not 

correct information you are right but we did not give that to them. A 

person can write to them and clarify the article is not write and 

request for them to correct it and we will.  

o Out of the cumulative 67 hospitalization cases how many are specific 

hospitalization to a person having COVID-19? How many have other issues 

for being hospitalized and just test positive for COVID-19? 

 Dr. P: All 67 of those individuals would have had a positive test. 

They are all in the hospital. We can tell you for certain that they were 

all hospitalized and they had a positive test. However we can’t really 

know from the data how many of them had COVID-19 as their 

primary diagnosis. It’s possible that they could have been admitted 

for something else and happens to test positive. I don’t think we have 

that specific data. I would say a majority of them were in for COVID-

19 issues.  

 MM: One thing I would add is the 67 cases those patients are all no 
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longer in the hospital but there are 16 that are currently hospitalized.  

 Dr. P: Of the 16 patients that are currently in the hospital we know 

that they tested positive but don’t know if they are in for primarily 

COVID-19 or not. There is no way on knowing that and they would 

not report that because it would be too much detail.  

  

 


